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USDA Announces Cooperative Agreements for 

Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction  

When: May 17, 2021 

What: USDA announced the availability of $2 million for local governments to host Community Compost 

and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) pilot projects. 

We need your help to get the word out on this announcement! 

Past project summaries can be found here if you want to share examples:  Urban Agriculture Grants and 

Engagement Opportunities | Farmers.gov 

USDA POC: Suzanne.pender@usda.gov 

USDA encourages you to amplify this announcement with your membership. This includes posting the 

news release to your website, sharing with your media contacts, and distributing social media. Please 

customize materials where appropriate.  

Toolkit Contents: 

• Press Release 

• News Article 

• Tweets  

• Key Points 

News Release  

USDA Announces Cooperative Agreements for Community Compost 

and Food Waste Reduction 

WASHINGTON, May 17, 2021 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) today 

announced the availability of up to $2 million for local governments to host Community 

Compost and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) pilot projects for fiscal year 2021. The 

cooperative agreements support projects that develop and test strategies for planning and 

implementing municipal compost plans and food waste reduction plans and they are part of 

USDA’s broader efforts to support urban agriculture. 

USDA’s Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production (Office) will accept applications 

on Grants.gov until 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on July 16, 2021. Projects should span two years 

with a start date of September 25, 2021 and completion date of September 25, 2023. 

https://www.farmers.gov/manage/urban/opportunities
https://www.farmers.gov/manage/urban/opportunities
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.grants.gov%2Fweb%2Fgrants%2Fview-opportunity.html%3FoppId%3D333589&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0708162513994768b4d408d9196bd4a7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637568773180782405%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=2BIG3dvz6Rr8bqlqDrtJpKkl4FIfBYvuIEJ2FnjEjNg%3D&reserved=0
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“Finding ways to turn food waste into nutrient rich compost is a win-win for farmers, 

communities and the environment,” Deputy Under Secretary for Farm Production and 

Conservation Gloria Montaño Greene said. “The level of enthusiasm and creativity communities 

are putting towards this kind of problem solving is inspiring, and USDA is proud to support it.” 

Details 

Cooperative agreements support projects led by local governments that:  

• Generate compost.  

• Increase access to compost for agricultural producers.  

• Reduce reliance on and limit the use of fertilizer.  

• Improve soil quality.  

• Encourage waste management and permaculture business development.  

• Increase rainwater absorption.  

• Reduce municipal food waste.  

• Divert food waste from landfills.  

Priority will be given to projects that anticipate or demonstrate economic benefits, incorporate 

plans to make compost easily accessible to farmers, including community gardeners, integrate 

other food waste strategies, including food recovery efforts and collaborate with multiple 

partners. 

This is the second year the Office has offered this funding opportunity. Examples of previously-

selected projects include: 

• Department of Sanitation of New York and nonprofit Big Reuse are establishing food scrap 

drop-off locations while New York City Parks Department is diverting wood chips and leaves 

from landfill disposal to create compost. GreenThumb, Brooklyn Grange, Hellgate Farms, 

Gowanus Canal Conservancy and other urban farms are distributing the compost for food 

production in the boroughs of Queens and Brooklyn, diverting approximately 600,000 pounds of 

food scraps and green waste from landfills and providing 350 cubic yards of compost to food 

producers. 

• The City of Prescott, Arizona is collaborating with the farmers’ market, volunteers, restaurants, 

Yavapai County Cooperative Extension and Prescott College to design, build and implement the 

Prescott Community Compost Program. The program educates the community about 

composting, reduces food waste by collecting and composting restaurant food scraps and 
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provides high-quality compost to gardeners and farmers in Central Yavapai County, creating 

approximately 28 tons of compost over the two-year program. 

Webinar 

A pre-recorded webinar will provide an overview of the cooperative agreements’ purpose, 

project types, eligibility and basic requirements for submitting an application. The webinar will 

be posted at farmers.gov/urban.     

More Information 

Questions about this cooperative agreement opportunity can be sent to 

UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov. 

The Office was established through the 2018 Farm Bill and is designed to be a USDA-wide 

effort. Representatives from agencies throughout USDA play a critical role in successfully 

servicing urban customers. Other grant and engagement opportunities are available in addition to 

the CCFWR agreements. More information is available at farmers.gov/urban.    

 

Additional resources that may be of interest to urban agriculture entities include NIFA grants, 

FSA loans and AMS grants to improve domestic and international opportunities for U.S. growers 

and producers. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-Harris 

Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on more resilient local 

and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring access to healthy and nutritious 

food in all communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using 

climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 

capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic 

barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.  

 

# 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

https://www.farmers.gov/urban
mailto:UrbanAgriculture@usda.gov
http://www.farmers.gov/urban
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnifa.usda.gov%2Fprogram%2Fuie-ag&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0708162513994768b4d408d9196bd4a7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637568773180792355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=drD5fzjCBkgQGaHwf%2BoYYG66kWDIC%2B9K2ULZJZZX9UU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2Fprograms-and-services%2Ffarm-loan-programs%2Findex&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0708162513994768b4d408d9196bd4a7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637568773180792355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=I61nXrf%2BRCUOS7YvAQ5SR4%2FHvLRgAebCjJXVkBloFZc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ams.usda.gov%2Fservices%2Fgrants&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0708162513994768b4d408d9196bd4a7%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637568773180792355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pFtd1cJBRRbWUDgLIUueELIRJ9SIvRQZxDaH9h%2FxvMg%3D&reserved=0
http://www.usda.gov/
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Newsletter Article 

 

Subject/ Title: USDA Announces Cooperative Agreements for Community Compost and Food Waste 
Reduction 
Preheader: $2 Million in Cooperative Agreements Available 

Body Text:  $2 million in cooperative agreements is available for local governments to host Community 

Compost and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) pilot projects. The cooperative agreements support 

projects that develop and test strategies for planning and implementing municipal compost plans and 

food waste reduction plans and they are part of USDA’s broader efforts to support urban agriculture. 

Learn more about the Cooperative Agreements (LINK TO RELEASE) 
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Tweets – below are samples for you to use. In addition, or alternatively, we’d appreciate it if 

you share our social media posts on this topic with your membership. 

 

.@USDA announces up to $2 million for local governments to host Community Compost and Food 

Waste Reduction (CCFWR) pilot projects. Details: <LINK>  

 

 

.@USDA wants to partner with local governments for a two-year pilot program to reduce food waste 

and implement municipal compost plans. More info: <LINK>  

mailto:.@USDA
mailto:.@USDA
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Key Points 
 
Cooperative Agreements 

• USDA is announcing the second year of funding opportunities for cooperative 
agreements that support the growing urban agriculture movement and reduce food 
waste.  

• Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) cooperative agreements will 
award $2 million for pilot projects that develop and implement strategies for municipal 
compost plans and food waste reduction plans.  

• Local governments may submit projects that: 
o Generate compost;  
o Provide access to compost to farmers;  
o Reduce fertilizer use;  
o Improve soil quality;  
o Encourage waste management and permaculture business development; 
o Increase rainwater absorption;  
o Reduce municipal food waste; and  
o Divert food waste from landfills.   

• NRCS will assist on conservation related activities.  

• Priority will be given to projects that include economic benefits; provide compost to 
farmers; integrate other food waste strategies, including food recovery; and collaborate 
with multiple partners.  

• The deadline for applications is July 16, 2021.  

• Last year’s awards included $1.09 million for 13 pilot Cooperative agreements 
for Community Compost and Food Waste Reduction (CCFWR) Projects.   

• The Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production was established by the 2018 
Farm Bill to institutionalize support for urban agriculture.  

• So far, the office has:  
o Accepted nominations for a new, 12-person Secretarial federal advisory 

committee on urban agriculture; 
o Set up pilot FSA county committees focused on urban agriculture;   
o Awarded its first cycle of grants and cooperative agreements.  
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