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Defense (Department of)

 Department of the Army

  ARL/ARO Core Broad Agency Announcement for Basic and Applied Scientific Research

(W911NF-07-R-0001)

   Research Area 14 Life Sciences

    Microbiology and Biodegradation

Web Site: http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.cfm?page=8
For the Microbiology and Biodegradation (14.3) 

topic, biochemical and physiological mechanisms, underlying the 

biodegradative processes in normal, extreme, and engineered environments 

and fundamental studies on organisms in these environments, the 

properties of materials that make them susceptible or resistant to 

biological attack, basic concepts for anti-fungals, and studies of 

microbiological mechanisms with potential for contributing to the 

remediation of sites contaminated with toxic wastes. 

DOD

Department of Defense

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency

DARPA - Defense Sciences Office

Butyrylcholinesterase Expression in Plants

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=144634
Current Closing Date for Applications: Apr 26, 2012   

DARPA is seeking innovative research proposals that will demonstrate the ability to produce a recombinant butyrylcholinesterase (rBuChE) using the Nicotiana benthamiana plant-based expression platform that has the same pharmacokinetic profile as a plasma-derived human butyrylcholinesterase (hBuChE) butyrylcholinesterase. The funding is intended to establish the technical precedence for the use of the plant platform to generate a rapid and scalable form of pre-exposure therapeutic bioscavenger against organophosphate nerve agents.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=26540
Defense (Department of)

 Department of the Army

  ARL/ARO Core Broad Agency Announcement for Basic and Applied Scientific Research

(W911NF-07-R-0001)

   Young Investigator Program (YIP)

    Research Area 14 Life Sciences

     Microbiology and Biodegradation

Web Site: http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.cfm?page=8
The objective of the Young Investigator Program (YIP) is to attract to 

Army research outstanding young university faculty members, to support 

their research, and to encourage their teaching and research careers. YIP 

proposals are invited for research in areas described in the PART I, 

Research Areas 7-15 only of the BAA. For the Microbiology and 

Biodegradation (14.3) topic, biochemical and physiological mechanisms, 

underlying the biodegradative processes in normal, extreme, and 

engineered environments and fundamental studies on organisms in these 

environments, the properties of materials that make them susceptible or 

resistant to biological attack, basic concepts for anti-fungals, and 

studies of microbiological mechanisms with potential for contributing to 

the remediation of sites contaminated with toxic wastes. Included are 

research investigations in analytical microbiology (including microbial 

signatures), and in general microbial mechanisms with relevance to Army 

problems.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=2565
Defense (Department of)

 Department of the Army

  ARL/ARO Core Broad Agency Announcement for Basic and Applied Scientific Research

   Microbiology and Biodegradation

Web Site: http://www.arl.army.mil/main/Main/default.cfm?Action=6&Page=8
The U.S. Army Research Office (ARO) solicits proposals for basic and 

scientific research. For the Microbiology and Biodegradation (14.3) 

topic, fundamental studies are in microbial physiology, genetics, ecology 

and evolution. Included are studies to elucidate antimicrobial resistance 

mechanisms, microbial community interactions including biofilm formation, 

communications and population dynamics, studies of organisms that are not 

culturable, studies of organisms at the single cell level and studies of 

organisms that have adapted to extreme environments. 

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=26540
Defense (Department of)

 Department of the Army

  ARL/ARO Core Broad Agency Announcement for Basic and Applied Scientific Research

   Young Investigator Program (YIP)

    Life Sciences - Microbiology and Biodegradation

Web Site: http://www.arl.army.mil/main/Main/default.cfm?Action=6&Page=8
For the Microbiology and 

Biodegradation (14.3) topic, fundamental studies are in microbial 

physiology, genetics, ecology and evolution. Included are studies to 

elucidate antimicrobial resistance mechanisms, microbial community 

interactions including biofilm formation, communications and population 

dynamics, studies of organisms that are not culturable, studies of 

organisms at the single cell level and studies of organisms that have 

adapted to extreme environments. 

DOD

Department of Defense

Air Force -- Research Lab

Advances in Bioscience for Airmen Performance

Modification 1

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=49718
Current Closing Date for Applications: Sep 30, 2014   

The 711th Human Performance Wing, Human Effectiveness Directorate is soliciting white papers under this announcement for innovative science and technology projects to support advanced bioscience research. Specifically, the Biosciences and Performance Division is seeking unique and innovative research concepts that address its technical mission areas. Research is sought primarily in the following four technical areas: 1) Applied Biotechnology, 2) Biobehavioral Performance, 3) Biomechanics, and 4) Counterproliferation. The purpose of this BAA is to augment core research activities and facilities to provide radically new military capabilities that improve warfighter performance and combat effectiveness. The research will provide for a broad range of revolutionary and evolutionary technologies to meet the critical needs of the warfighter for full dimensional protection, survivability, and performance enhancement.
NSF
Plant Genome Research Program (PGRP)
FY 2012 Competition

Program Solicitation 
NSF 12-517

Replaces Document(s):
NSF 11-500 
Directorate for Biological Sciences
     Division of Integrative Organismal Systems
Full Proposal Target Date(s): 

March 05, 2012

This program is a continuation of the Plant Genome Research Program (PGRP) that began in FY 1998 as part of the National Plant Genome Initiative (NPGI). Since the inception of the NPGI and the PGRP, there has been a tremendous increase in the availability of functional genomics tools and sequence resources for use in the study of key crop plants and their models. Proposals are welcomed that build on these resources to develop conceptually new and different ideas and strategies to address grand challenge questions in plants of economic importance on a genome-wide scale. There is also a continued need for the development of novel and creative tools to facilitate new experimental approaches or new ways of analyzing genomic data. Especially encouraged are proposals that provide strong and novel training opportunities integral to the research plan and particularly across disciplines that include, but are not limited to, plant physiology, quantitative genetics, biochemistry, bioinformatics and engineering.

Three kinds of activity will be supported in FY 2012: (1) Genomics-empowered plant research to tackle fundamental questions in plant and agricultural sciences on a genome-wide scale; (2) Development of tools and resources for plant genome research including novel technologies and analysis tools that will enable discovery; and (3) Mid-Career Investigator Awards in Plant Genome Research (MCA-PGR) to increase participation of investigators trained primarily in fields other than plant genomics. Proposals addressing these opportunities are welcomed at all scales, from single-investigator projects through multi-investigator, multi-institution projects, commensurate with the scope of the work proposed. 
The PGRP encourages proposals from investigators and institutions that have not participated in the program before. Proposals are encouraged from early-career investigators and proposals submitted to the CAREER program (http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503214&org=BIO) are considered by the PGRP. Early-career investigators are strongly encouraged to contact a PGRP Program Director for further guidance.

PDF: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2012/nsf12517/nsf12517.pdf?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click
http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=13466
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Directorate for Geosciences

   Directorate for Computer and Information Science and Engineering

    Assembling the Tree of Life (AToL)

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2010/nsf10513/nsf10513.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          03/26/2012

NSF announces 

its intention to continue support of creative and innovative research 

that will resolve evolutionary relationships for large groups of 

organisms throughout the history of life. Investigators also will be 

supported for projects in data acquisition, analysis, algorithm 

development and dissemination in computational phylogenetics and 

phyloinformatics. 

NSF

National Science Foundation

Dimensions of Biodiversity

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=137814
Current Closing Date for Applications: Apr 10, 2012

Despite centuries of discovery, most of our planet's biodiversity remains unknown. The scale of the unknown diversity on Earth is especially troubling given the rapid and permanent loss of biodiversity across the globe.

NSF

National Science Foundation

Advancing Digitization of Biological Collections

Modification 3

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=109853
Current Closing Date for Applications: Oct 19, 2012
This program seeks to enhance and expand the national resource of digital data documenting existing vouchered biological and paleontological collections and to advance scientific knowledge by improving access to digitized information (including images) residing in vouchered scientific collections across the United States.

NSF

National Science Foundation

Collections in Support of Biological Research

Modification 1

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=103253
Current Closing Date for Applications: Jul 27, 2012
The Collections in Support of Biological Research (CSBR) Program provides funds for improvements to secure, improve, and organize collections that are significant to the NSF/BIO-funded research community. Support is also provided to secure collections-related data for sustained, accurate, and efficient accessibility of the collection to the biological research community.

NSF

National Science Foundation

Assembling the Tree of Life

Modification 3

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=50630
Current Closing Date for Applications: Mar 26, 2012
The National Science Foundation announces its intention to continue support of creative and innovative research that will resolve evolutionary relationships for large groups of organisms throughout the history of life. Investigators also will be supported for projects in data acquisition, analysis, algorithm development and dissemination in computational phylogenetics and phyloinformatics.

NSF

National Science Foundation

Plant Genome Research Program

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=133613
Current Closing Date for Applications: Mar 05, 2012

This program is a continuation of the Plant Genome Research Program (PGRP) that began in FY 1998 as part of the National Plant Genome Initiative (NPGI). Since the inception of the NPGI and the PGRP, there has been a tremendous increase in the availability of functional genomics tools and sequence resources for use in the study of key crop plants and their models.

NSF 12-019

Dear Colleague Letter: Cyberinfrastructure in Support of Biological

Sciences
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2012/nsf12019/nsf12019.pdf?WT.mc_id=USNSF_179
The relationship between transformative scientific discovery and technological

advance is an iterative, symbiotic one. The Directorate for Biological Sciences and

the Office of Cyberinfrastructure would like to call attention to a recent, crossfoundation

solicitation that provides a unique opportunity for members of the

biological (and collaborating) sciences to become engaged in advancing an

innovative and sustainable cyberinfrastructure in support of biological sciences. The

Software Infrastructure for Sustained Innovation (SI2)

(http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=503489&org=NSF&sel_org=

XCUT&from=fund) program takes a multi-dimensional approach to the development

and provisioning of scientific software.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=988
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences: Investigator-initiated research

projects (MCB)

   Genetic Mechanisms Cluster

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11545/nsf11545.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          05/21/2012

                              01/28/2013

The 

Genetic Mechanisms Cluster supports inventive studies seeking to address 

the following fundamental questions: How do genes work? How are genes 

maintained and inherited? How do genes and genomes change? The Cluster 

encourages research projects that capitalize on the growing abundance of 

genomic data to understand the relationship of genotype to phenotype. The 

Cluster also welcomes the development and use of innovative in vivo and 

in vitro approaches, including biochemical, biophysical, computational, 

genetic, genomic, and metagenomic methods. Research at the interfaces 

between biology and other disciplines such as physics, chemistry, 

mathematics, computer science, and engineering is encouraged.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=32189
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences: Investigator-initiated research

projects (MCB)

   Networks and Regulation Cluster

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11545/nsf11545.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          05/21/2012

                              01/28/2013

The 

Networks and Regulation Cluster seeks to support creative proposals that 

offer a comprehensive understanding of the emergent properties of cells, 

organisms, and microbial communities. The cluster promotes fundamental 

research addressing the manner in which cells integrate environmental 

signals with their internal genetic and metabolic programs to regulate 

physiology, development or behavior. The Cluster is interested in 

supporting research in areas that include the nature and behavior of 

cellular networks; the elucidation of novel or important metabolic 

pathways (especially in plants and microbes); synthetic biology and the 

origin of living systems.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=12102
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Environmental Biology

   Opportunities for Promoting Understanding Through Synthesis (OPUS)

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2012/nsf12506/nsf12506.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          08/01/2012

Synthesis is an essential component of scientific inquiry. Synthetic 

works--those that integrate information from numbers of studies--have 

historically been influential in describing the state of a field and in 

spawning new knowledge, understanding, and research directions. To 

encourage synthetic studies, all four clusters within the Division of 

Environmental Biology (Population and Community Ecology; Ecosystem 

Science; Evolutionary Processes; and Systematic Biology and Biodiversity 

Inventories) have established OPUS (Opportunities for Promoting 

Understanding Through Synthesis).

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=18641
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Research Assistantships for High School Students (RAHSS)

   Supplemental Funding to Current BIO Awards to Broaden Participation in the

Biological Sciences

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf06027
The establishment of Research Assistantships for High School Students 

(RAHSS): Supplemental Funding to Current BIO Awards to Broaden 

Participation in the Biological Sciences reflects the continuing effort 

by the Directorate for Biological Sciences (BIO) to promote increased 

participation of women, underrepresented minority students, and those 

students who are persons with disabilities. The program will fund 

supplements to current BIO awards that (A) foster interest in the pursuit 

of studies in the biological sciences and (B) broaden participation of 

high school students, particularly those who are women, underrepresented 

minorities, and persons with disabilities. 

NSF

National Science Foundation

Opportunities for Promoting Understanding through Synthesis

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=129375
Current Closing Date for Applications: Aug 01, 2012

All four clusters within the Division of Environmental Biology (Population and Community Ecology, Ecosystem Science, Evolutionary Processes and Systematic Biology and Biodiversity Inventories) encourage the submission of proposals aimed at synthesizing a body of related research projects conducted by a single individual or a group of investigators over an extended period. OPUS proposals will often be appropriately submitted in mid-to-late career, but will also be appropriate early enough in a career to produce unique, integrated insight useful both to the scientific community and to the development of the investigator's future work.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=13469
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Biological Infrastructure

   Directorate for Geosciences

    Division of Ocean Sciences

     Directorate for Education and Human Resources

      Improvements in Facilities, Communications & Equipment at Biological Field

Stations & Marine Labs (FSML)

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2012/nsf12505/nsf12505.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          

                              12/14/2012

Biological Field Stations and Marine Laboratories (FSMLs) are off-campus 

facilities for research and education conducted in the natural habitats 

of terrestrial, freshwater, and marine ecosystems. FSMLs support 

biological research and education by preserving access to study areas and 

organisms by providing facilities and equipment in close proximity to 

those study areas, and by fostering an atmosphere of mutual scientific 

interest and collaboration in research and education. To fulfill these 

roles, FSMLs must offer modern research and educational facilities, 

equipment, communications and data management systems for a broad array 

of users. In recognition of the importance of FSMLs in modern biology, 

NSF invites proposals that address these general goals of FSML 

improvement.

NSF

National Science Foundation

Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences: Investigator-initiated research

projects

Modification 1

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=92993
Current Closing Date for Applications: May 21, 2012

The Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences (MCB) supports fundamental research and related activities designed to promote understanding of complex living systems at the molecular, subcellular, and cellular levels.

Dear Colleague Letter: BIO Proposal Processing Changes [

As you are no doubt aware, the proposal workload across the Foundation has increased dramatically over the past decade. For example in IOS, the number of unsolicited proposals received into the core programs during this time period has increased 43% while the number of awards made has decreased by 11 percentage points, from 28% to 17%. Clearly, this is a burden on the Program Directors and administrative staff at NSF as well as on the community, who, in addition to submitting proposals are also called upon to serve as ad hoc and panel reviewers. 

Effective immediately, the Directorate for Biological Sciences (BIO) of the National Science Foundation (NSF) has initiated new procedures for the submission and review of regular research proposals to the core programs within the Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences (MCB), Division of Environmental Biology (DEB), and Division of Integrative Organismal Systems (IOS). One goal of these new procedures is to reduce the burdens on the PI and reviewer communities associated with intensifying competition for limited funds 1. A second is to better manage proposal processing in the face of growing proposal submission numbers while maintaining the high quality of the merit review process and resulting funding selections 1. In response to these challenges, three BIO Divisions are revising their procedures for submission and review of research proposals. The changes for MCB were previously announced in a new solicitation (NSF-11-545). 

DEB and IOS will both implement an annual cycle of preliminary and full proposals beginning in January 2012.  Preliminary proposals will be accepted in January. Following review by a panel of outside experts, each applicant will be notified of a binding decision to Invite or Not Invite submission of a full proposal.   Please note that each investigator is limited to submitting two preliminary proposals a year to either Division, whether as a PI, co-PI or lead senior investigator of a subaward. 

Available Formats: 

HTML:

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11078/nsf11078.jsp?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click 

PDF:

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11078/nsf11078.pdf?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click 

TXT:

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11078/nsf11078.txt?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click 

Frequently Asked Questions: DEB/IOS Preliminary Proposal and Proposal Submissions [

Available Formats: 

HTML:

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11079/nsf11079.jsp?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click 

PDF:

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11079/nsf11079.pdf?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click 

TXT:

http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11079/nsf11079.txt?WT.mc_id=USNSF_25&WT.mc_ev=click 

Document Number: nsf11079 

Sponsor: Directorate for Biological Sciences/NSF

Program Number: 06109

Title: Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences: Investigator-initiated

research projects (MCB)                                                             

E-mail: bio-mcb-bdsf@nsf.gov
Web Site: http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?oppId=92993&mode=VIEW
Program URL: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11545/nsf11545.htm
SYNOPSIS:  The Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences

(MCB) supports fundamental research and related activities designed to

promote understanding of complex living systems at the molecular,

subcellular, and cellular levels. <S2S>

Deadline(s):                  05/21/2012

                  01/28/2013

Link to full program description: http://www.infoed.org/new_spin/spin_prog.asp?06109
http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=24038
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Biological Infrastructure

   Plant Genome Research Program (PGRP)

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11500/nsf11500.htm
This program solicitation is a continuation of the Plant Genome Research 

Program (PGRP) that began in FY 1998 as part of the National Plant Genome 

Initiative (NPGI). A new five-year plan for the NPGI was published in 

January 2009 (http://www.nsf.gov/bio/pubs/reports/

npgi_five_year_plan_2009_2013.pdf). The goal of the NPGI is to develop a 

basic knowledge of the structures and functions of plant genomes and 

translate this knowledge to a comprehensive understanding of all aspects 

of economically important plants and plant processes of potential 

economic value. By bridging basic research and plant performance in the 

field, the NPGI will accelerate basic discovery and innovation in 

economically important plants and enable enhanced management of 

agriculture, natural resources, and the environment to meet societal 

needs. Proposals that present conceptually new and different ideas are 

encouraged, especially from investigators and institutions that have not 

participated in the PGRP before. In addition, proposals that provide 

strong and novel training opportunities integral to the research plan, 

and particularly across disciplines are especially encouraged. Four kinds 

of activity will be supported by the PGRP in FY 2011: (1) Genome-Enabled 

Plant Research (GEPR) awards to tackle major unanswered questions in 

plant biology on a genome-wide scale; (2) Transferring Research from 

Model Systems (TRMS) awards to apply basic biological findings made using 

model systems to studying the basic biology of plants of economic 

importance; (3) Tools and Resources for Plant Genome Research (TRPGR) 

awards to support development of novel technologies and analysis tools to 

enable discovery in plant genomics; and (4) Improving Plant Genome 

Annotation (IPGA) to improve existing tools or develop new tools for 

improved annotation of the genomes of plants of economic importance. 

Please note that the Comparative Plant Genome Sequencing (CPGS) 

opportunity will not be available in FY 2011.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=28227
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Life in Transition (LiT)

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2008/nsf08078/nsf08078.jsp?govDel=USNSF_25
The Biological Sciences Directorate (BIO) is augmenting funding to 

support emerging areas of interdisciplinary research, many of which lie 

at the intersection of the life and physical sciences. Priority will be 

given to projects that address fundamental questions about Life in 

Transition (LiT) including: how the living world has and is adapting to 

and transforming the Earth's climate, the diverse strategies by which 

living systems obtain and use energy, and life's origins and 

indispensable properties.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=11813
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Environmental Biology

   Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) Program

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11690/nsf11690.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED

                              07/23/2012

                              07/22/2013

The Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) Program is a Foundation-

wide activity that offers the National Science Foundation's most 

prestigious awards in support of junior faculty who exemplify the role of 

teacher-scholars through outstanding research, excellent education and 

the integration of education and research within the context of the 

mission of their organizations. Such activities should build a firm 

foundation for a lifetime of leadership in integrating education and 

research.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=13466
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Directorate for Geosciences

   Directorate for Computer and Information Science and Engineering

    Assembling the Tree of Life (AToL)

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2010/nsf10513/nsf10513.htm
A flood of new information, from whole-genome sequences to detailed 

structural information to inventories of earth's biota to greater 

appreciation of the importance of lateral gene transfer, is transforming 

21st century biology. Along with comparative data on morphology, fossils, 

development, behavior, and interactions of all forms of life on earth, 

these new data streams make even more critical the need for an organizing 

evolutionary context. Phylogeny, the genealogical map for all lineages of 

life on earth, provides an overall framework to facilitate biological 

information retrieval, prediction and analysis. Currently, single 

investigators or small teams of researchers are studying the evolutionary 

pathways of heredity usually concentrating on taxonomic groups of modest 

size. Assembly of a framework phylogeny, or Tree of Life, for all major 

lineages of life requires a greatly magnified effort, often involving 

large teams working across institutions and disciplines. This is the 

overall goal of the Assembling the Tree of Life activity. NSF announces 

its intention to continue support of creative and innovative research 

that will resolve evolutionary relationships for large groups of 

organisms throughout the history of life. Investigators also will be 

supported for projects in data acquisition, analysis, algorithm 

development and dissemination in computational phylogenetics and 

phyloinformatics. 

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=988
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences: Investigator-initiated research

projects (MCB)

   Genetic Mechanisms Cluster

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11545/nsf11545.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          

                              05/21/2012

                              01/28/2013

The 

Genetic Mechanisms Cluster supports inventive studies seeking to address 

the following fundamental questions: How do genes work? How are genes 

maintained and inherited? How do genes and genomes change? The Cluster 

encourages research projects that capitalize on the growing abundance of 

genomic data to understand the relationship of genotype to phenotype. The 

Cluster also welcomes the development and use of innovative in vivo and 

in vitro approaches, including biochemical, biophysical, computational, 

genetic, genomic, and metagenomic methods. Research at the interfaces 

between biology and other disciplines such as physics, chemistry, 

mathematics, computer science, and engineering is encouraged. Funding 

priority is given to proposals that promise high-impact contributions and 

significant forward movement in the following areas: (1) Gene expression 

and epigenetics; (2) chromosome dynamics, DNA replication, repair, 

recombination, and inheritance; and (3) evolution of genes and genomes. 

Proposals that are motivated by relevance of the proposed research to 

human health or proposals that address the molecular basis of human 

diseases and treatment are not appropriate for the Division and will be 

returned without review. 

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=32189
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Molecular and Cellular Biosciences: Investigator-initiated research

projects (MCB)

   Networks and Regulation Cluster

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11545/nsf11545.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED

                              05/21/2012

                              01/28/2013

The 

Networks and Regulation Cluster seeks to support creative proposals that 

offer a comprehensive understanding of the emergent properties of cells, 

organisms, and microbial communities. The cluster promotes fundamental 

research addressing the manner in which cells integrate environmental 

signals with their internal genetic and metabolic programs to regulate 

physiology, development or behavior. The Cluster is interested in 

supporting research in areas that include the nature and behavior of 

cellular networks; the elucidation of novel or important metabolic 

pathways (especially in plants and microbes); synthetic biology and the 

origin of living systems. Research projects are given high priority if 

they are likely to lead to quantitative, predictive models of cellular 

function through iterative cycles of theory and experiment. The proposals 

in the areas listed below are particularly encouraged: (1) Signaling, 

metabolic and gene regulatory networks; (2) the minimal cell, synthetic 

biology and the origins of life; and (3) environmental interactions, 

metabolic pathways, and microbial communities. Proposals that are 

motivated by relevance of the proposed research to human health or 

proposals that address the molecular basis of human diseases and 

treatment are not appropriate for the Division and will be returned 

without review. 

NSF

National Science Foundation

Division of Integrative Organismal Systems

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=117396
Preliminary Proposal (required) (due by 5 p.m. proposer's local time): 01/12/2012 Jan 12, Annually Thereafter Full Proposal Deadline(s): 08/02/2012 Aug 2, Annually Thereafter By Invitation Only

The Division of Integrative Organismal Systems (IOS) supports research aimed at understanding why organisms are structured the way they are and function as they do. Proposals should focus on organisms as a fundamental unit of biological organization. PIs are encouraged to apply systems approaches that will lead to conceptual and theoretical insights and predictions about emergent organismal properties. Areas of inquiry include, but are not limited to, developmental biology and the evolution of developmental processes, nervous system development, structure, and function, physiological processes, functional morphology, symbioses, interactions of organisms with biotic and abiotic environments, and animal behavior. Proposals are welcomed in all areas of science supported by the Division of Integrative Organismal Systems. However, effective July 13, 2011, all investigator-initiated proposals to the core programs in the Division of Integrative Organismal Systems will be invited/not invited via preliminary proposals. There will be a single window of submission limit of 2 preliminary proposals per investigator per year as PI/Co-PI/Lead Senior Investigator of a subaward in response to this Solicitation. Unsolicited full research proposals will no longer be accepted into the IOS Core Programs. This limit does not include proposals submitted in response to other NSF Solicitations.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=7201
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Biological Infrastructure

   Collections in Support of Biological Research (CSBR) Program

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11558/nsf11558.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          

                              07/27/2012

The Collections in Support of Biological Research (CSBR) Program combines 

the the former NSF Improvements to Biological Research Collections (BRC) 

Program and the Living Stock Collections for Biological Research (LSCBR) 

Program. CSBR provides funds for improvements to secure, improve, and 

organize collections that are significant to the NSF/Directorate for 

Biological Sciences (BIO)-funded research community. There are three 

competitive components. There are three competitive components. 

Competitive Area 1: Natural History Collections--Funds are provided to 

make improvements in established vouchered natural history collections 

for sustained, accurate, and efficient accessibility of the collection to 

the biological research community. Such improvements include, but are not 

limited to, securing and organizing specimens and related data and 

developing methods to improve specimen curation and collection 

management. Voucher collections, such as those maintained by some 

academic departments, field stations, and marine laboratories may be 

eligible for funding if it is shown that use of the collections justify 

the investment, there is a long-term commitment to maintain the 

collections, and curatorial support is adequate, such as preserved 

tissues and DNA libraries. Competitive Area 2: Living Stock Collections--

Funds are provided to secure and improve existing collections of living 

organisms (including viruses and bacteriophages) used in the basic 

biological research funded by the NSF BIO Directorate. Awards will be 

made that lead to innovative handling of living stocks or to well-defined 

improvements in existing collections. Competitive Area 3: Supplemental 

Funding to Transfer Ownership of Collections--Supplemental funding to 

existing awards may be requested to move valuable established collections 

to a new institutional home, or to consolidate or combine collections. 

Requests for moving or consolidating must include an explicit plan for 

the activity. 

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=31671
National Science Foundation (NSF)

 Directorate for Biological Sciences

  Division of Emerging Frontiers

   Directorate for Geosciences

    Division of Earth Sciences

     Advancing Digitization of Biological Collections (ADBC)

Web Site: http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2011/nsf11567/nsf11567.htm
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          

                              10/19/2012

The Advancing Digitization of Biological Collections (ADBC) program seeks 

to enhance and expand the national resource of digital data documenting 

existing vouchered biological and paleontological collections and to 

advance scientific knowledge by improving access to digitized information 

(including images) residing in vouchered scientific collections across 

the United States. The information associated with various collections of 

organisms, such as geographic, paleogeographic and stratigraphic 

distribution, environmental habitat data, phenology, information about 

associated organisms, collector field notes, and tissues and molecular 

data extracted from the specimens, is a rich resource providing the 

baseline from which to further biodiversity research and provide critical 

information about existing gaps in our knowledge of life on earth. The 

national resource is structured at three levels: a central coordinating 

organization, a series of thematic networks based on an important 

research theme, and the physical collections. The national resource 

builds upon a sizable existing national investment in curation of the 

physical objects in scientific collections and contributes vitally to 

scientific research and technology interests in the United States. It 

will become an invaluable tool in understanding contemporary biological 

issues and challenges.

USDA 

OTHER
http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=8773
Fondation Fyssen

 International Prize

Web Site: http://www.fondationfyssen.fr
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          10/31/2012

The aim of Fyssen Foundation is to "encourage all forms of scientific 

inquiry into cognitive mechanisms, including thought and reasoning, which 

underlie animal and human behavior; their biological and cultural bases, 

and phylogenetic and ontogenetic development." For this purpose, an 

International Prize is awarded annually to a scientist who has conducted 

distinguished research in the areas supported by the Foundation such as 

ethology and psychology, neurobiology, anthropology-ethnology, and human 

paleontology-archaeology.

http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=19423
Fondation Fyssen

 Research Grants

Web Site: http://www.fondationfyssen.fr
DEADLINES ANNOUNCED:          10/31/2012

The Foundation supports 

research in ethology, psychology, neurobiology, anthropology, ethnology, 

human paleontology and archaeology. Within the context of general 

activities, the Fyssen Foundation will award research grants. 

DOI

Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service

Wildlife Without Borders Critically Endangered Animals Conservation Fund

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=137834
Current Closing Date for Applications: Apr 01, 2012
Amphibian species that are eligible for funding through the Wildlife Without Borders - Amphibians in Decline program, including frogs, toads, salamanders, newts, and caecilians. The goal of this grants program is to reduce threats to highly endangered wildlife in their natural habitat. Proposals should identify specific conservation actions that have a high likelihood of creating durable benefits. Project activities that emphasize data collection and status assessment should describe a direct link to management action
DOI

Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service

Wildlife Without Borders Latin America and the Caribbean

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=137853
Current Closing Date for Applications: Mar 15, 2012

The Wildlife Without Borders Latin America and the Caribbean Program (WWB LAC) funds projects designed to strengthen the ability of Latin American and Caribbean institutions to manage and conserve species, habitats, and ecological processes for the benefit of the people of the Americas and the world.Of particular interest are projects that build the human and institutional capacity to effectively conserve and manage biodiversity in Latin America and the Caribbean through a holistic and inter-disciplinary approach with a primary emphasis on the social context.Projects should take place in Latin America or the Caribbean.
DOI

Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service

Wildlife Without Borders Latin America and the Caribbean

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=137854
Current Closing Date for Applications: Apr 30, 2012   

The Wildlife Without Borders-Latin America and the Caribbean Program (WWB LAC) funds projects designed to strengthen the ability of Latin American and Caribbean institutions to manage and conserve species, habitats, and ecological processes for the benefit of the people of the Americas and the world.

DOI

Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service

NAWCA-12-U.S. STANDARD

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=137393
Current Closing Date for Applications: Mar 02, 2012  

The U.S. Standard Grants Program is a competitive, matching grants program that supports public-private partnerships carrying out projects in the United States that further the goals of the North American Wetlands Conservation Act.

DOI

Department of the Interior

Fish and Wildlife Service

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 2012

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=137933
Current Closing Date for Applications: Sep 28, 2012

The Partners for Fish and Wildlife is a voluntary habitat conservation program that provides technical and financial assistance to private landowners for habitat restoration projects that benefit Federal trust species.

NASA

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

NASA Headquarters

ROSES 2011:Astrobiology: Exobiology and Evolutionary Biology

Grant

http://www07.grants.gov/search/search.do?&mode=VIEW&oppId=134854
Current Closing Date for Applications: Mar 02, 2012

This NASA Research Announcement (NRA) solicits proposals for supporting basic and applied research and technology across a broad range of Earth and space science program elements relevant to one or more of the following NASA Research Programs: Earth Science, Heliophysics, Planetary Science, and Astrophysics.

Sponsor: Origin-of-Life Science Foundation

Program Number: 15387

Title: Origin-of-Life Prize                                                         

Web Site: http://lifeorigin.info/
SYNOPSIS:  The sponsor will award a one-time prize for proposing

a highly plausible natural-process mechanism for the spontaneous rise

of genetic instructions in nature sufficient to give rise to life. The

explanation must be consistent with empirical biochemical, kinetic,

and thermodynamic concepts, and be published in a well-respected,

peer-reviewed science journal(s). 

Deadline(s): 

DEADLINE NOTE

This is a one-time prize. Applications may be submitted at any time

until the prize is won.

Link to full program description: http://www.infoed.org/new_spin/spin_prog.asp?15387
http://iris.library.uiuc.edu/~iris/iris.htm?rn=33344
Wallace Genetic Foundation

Web Site: http://www.wallacegenetic.org/index.php
The Wallace Genetic Foundation is particularly interested in far-sighted 

groups and individuals with innovative ideas, and seeks to fund 

organizations whose work promises to provide long-term national or global 

benefit. Areas of interest: sustainable agriculture, farmland 

preservation, conservation of natural resources, biodiversity protection, 

reduction of environmental toxins, and global climate issues. 

